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Interviewing Techniques (Part 2)

1) During the interview, discuss the subject with the guest  (feel free to react).

2) Be non-threatening (if you are not fair-guest and audience will resent you)

3) Establish importance of subject (you can ask guest why important)

4) Listen attentively to replies (but don’t fake interest)

5) Base questions on previous answers (when possible)

6) Follow up on important contradictions

7) Don’t refer to conversations held before air time

8) Seek out deep convictions (not just “what happened” but also how they felt about it)

9) Don’t interrupt with meaningless comments or sounds

10) Emphasize important answers (but don’t parrot)

11) Don’t patronize guest (at least not on the air)
12) Keep control

13) Make smooth transitions

14) Be ready with next question, but keep listening!

15) Ask one question at a time

16) Be to the point but don’t be rude

17) Don’t ask yes/no questions

18) Ask layman questions

19) Use your research to go beyond layman questions

20) Avoid obvious questions

21) Avoid predictable questions (throw them a curve)

22) Don’t answer question while you ask it

23) Don’t feel compelled to jump in when guest pauses

24) Question jargon

25) Use last break to prepare guest for end of interview

26) Avoid ending cliches

27) End interview warmly but briefly

